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About the time that Carnegie was getting his
money ready to buy out the Iron City Forge Com-
pany, in 1864 a fourteen-year-old lad named Henry
Clay Fnck was working as errand boy m a village
store at Mount Pleasant, about forty miles from
Pittsburgh He was the son of poor parents, whose
ancestors had emigrated from Switzerland more
than a century before, a quiet, thoughtful lad, self-
contained and reticent In those days a new in-
dustry was developing at Mount Pleasant, known
as coke making Coal was mined and baked in
brick ovens until it turned into crisp gray lumps.
These lumps were very valuable to iron makers,
who used them in smelting the iron ore It is
not probable that young Fnck fully realized
what developments were ahead in the iron and
steel business of the country or that he foiesaw the
age of steel in which coke making would become a
giant industry But the boy saw in coke making
a lucrative opportunity and began to save his
money with the hope that in time he would have
capital enough to buy a small strip of coal land
and go into the business himself In four or five
years he had saved enough to buy a little coal land,
and he then induced his grandfather and uncle to
buy some ovens which were offered for sale at a